Loving Your Land With Livestock

Animals utilising weeds for grassland health
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Implementing New  Behaviours

Livestock CAN adapt and learn new behaviours

Genetics and previous experience are guidance
for animals but what you are doing now
determines what they do now.

Create conditions for animals to express an
expanded range of options.
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Livestock do adapt but will we
stretch ourselves?
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How do you do 1t?

A What we can do is create the conditions
for animals to express an expanded range
of options
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Livestock are built to experiment!
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Sheep can eat weeds
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Cattle can eat weeds




Grazing Tricks To Encourage

Animals
A Short lessons are better (and do not -

depress stock performance).
A Denser groups.
A Larger groups.
A Older (wiser?) animals in the mob.
AACl ean up your plate!
A Variety of nutrient rich plants.
AYou can create an aversion if you force the
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Whole Of Farm Tricks To Encourage
Animals

Variety of edible structures- grasses, forbs,
shrubs, trees.

Flexible water systems to redistribute
grazing attention and impact.

Attractants- Salt etc to encourage
redistribution.

Using No Kill Cropping or Pasture Cropping
to change the mix of nutrient rich plants
available.
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Stress Free Stockmanship Tricks To
Encourage Animals
Make sure you are able to place animals.
Take them to onovel O

Take them to areas that have plants with
high levels of toxins after their major graze.

For plants that have difficult structures take
them there when 1t 1s
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The feed value of any plant in your
grassl|l ands depends u

Voluntary Feed Intake
and
Nutritive Value.

We can influence Voluntary Feed Intake by
de -stressing our animals.
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| earned Behaviours

Animals can and do learn how to mix
various plants and other compounds to
achieve positive feedback.

They learn by observing and then doing.

Stock density encourages learning by
gl ving more exampl es

Learning is most strongly passed along the
Omot-cheughtero relatio
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Animals learn by observing then
doil ng.f
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Palatable Or Not?

A A Spear Grass
(Stipa) showing
several different
utilisation levels of
the same type of
grass.

A Animals will often
choose plants of
0l owdo val
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Turn Foes into Forage

Some of the weeds that we have been able
to get animals to eat regularly.

Bathurst Burrs
Blackberries

Stress Free Stockmanship 16



